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Dear Sponsor,

The Road Runners Club of America (RRCA), the national association of running clubs, running events and runners dedicated to promoting long distance running, has chosen San Francisco as the site of its 2009 Annual Convention!  Each year the RRCA chooses a running club(s) or event club to host their annual convention.  For 2009, four of the pre-eminent running clubs in the San Francisco Bay Area; Lake Merritt Joggers and Striders, Pamakid Running Club, Dolphin South End Running Club, and the San Francisco Road Runners Club are all collaborating in hosting the convention.  All four running clubs are very excited about this opportunity to further showcase San Francisco and why “Runner’s World” magazine selected it as the #1 best  running city in the U.S.
As you may be aware, the Road Runners Club of America was founded in 1958.  It is a nonprofit organization of more than 775 running clubs and events and 180,000 members across the United States.  The RRCA members organize races, have training runs, provide safety guidelines, promote children's, elite and masters fitness running programs, and have social programs.  Each year the RRCA chooses a running club or event club to host their annual convention.  The RRCA’s annual convention is returning to San Francisco for the first time since 1983.

There have been several recent developments regarding the 2009 Convention that I wanted to share with you.  First, the “Hyatt Fisherman’s Wharf” located at 555 North Point Street in San Francisco has been chosen as the host hotel for the convention.  This four-star hotel has a large concourse where the convention expo can be held, plus ample meeting and banquet space.  Second,  the companion race to the convention will be the prestigious “Presidio 10” one of the few races to run across both sides of the Golden Gate Bridge.  The plan is to have the bib pick-up for the race at the hotel and this will provide additional opportunities for sponsors.  Third, we have already contacted Frank Shorter, Dean Karnazes, and Tim Twietmeyer and they have confirmed their planned participation in the convention.  Other speakers and participants will be announced. 

Our goal is to make the San Francisco convention one of the best ever and we would really like to have you as part of this event.  The various sponsorship options for the Convention are outlined in the attached document.  These include Convention Expo Exhibitors, Packet Inserts, Program Advertising and Sponsorships of specific events/activities. The RRCA National Convention is an excellent opportunity to reach running club decision makers, running event race directors and a well-rounded mixture of runners, walkers and health conscious people from all corners of the Nation.  We expect several hundred members of the running community to attend the San Francisco convention.  Please note that if you sign-up and commit to be a convention sponsor by November 15, 2008, a 10% discount off the published sponsorship rates will apply.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at my e-mail address: lgoldman@lmjs.org or my phone number: 510-339-2430.  I look forward to hearing from you and discussing how we might partner together on the 2009 convention!

Sincerely,

Len Goldman
Sponsorship Director – 2009 RRCA National Convention

2009 Road Runners Club of America 
Sponsorship Options
Gold Sponsors 
Gold Sponsors will receive the following sponsor benefits:    

· Full page advertisement in the RRCA Convention program, annual report, Inside Track (1/4 page), and e-FOOTNOTES
· Gold Sponsor’s logo recognition and web site link will be displayed on the RRCA Convention web site, www.2009rrcaconvention.org
· Gold Sponsor’s insert will be included in the RRCA Convention Goody bag
· Gold Sponsor will receive prime table space at the RRCA Convention Expo
· The Gold Sponsor’s name will be associated exclusively with an RRCA Convention event
· Opportunity to have a Gold Sponsor’s representative speak on a panel or during a general session

· Four complimentary admissions for you and your staff members to the Convention and its associated seminars and meals ($1,200 value)

· Exclusivity at the convention within your industry category
Gold Sponsorship Total Investment:  $2,800 & Above*
Silver Sponsors

Silver Sponsors will receive the following sponsor benefits:    

· Half page advertisement in the RRCA Convention program
· Silver Sponsor’s logo and web site link displayed on the RRCA Convention web site
· Silver Sponsor’s insert included in the RRCA Convention Goody bag
· Table space at the RRCA Convention Expo
· Silver Sponsor promoted as a silver sponsor of an aspect of the Convention:  Regional Meetings, Club College, Luncheons, Dinners, etc.
· The Silver Sponsor’s name will be associated in conjunction with other sponsors with a RRCA convention  event
· Two complimentary admissions for you and your staff members to the Convention and its associated seminars and meals ($700 value)

Silver Sponsorship Total Investment: $1,250*

Bronze Sponsors
Bronze Sponsors receive the following sponsor benefits:  

· Quarter page advertisement in the RRCA Convention program
· Bronze Sponsor’s logo and web site link displayed on the RRCA Convention web site
· Bronze Sponsor’s insert included in the RRCA Convention Goody bag
· Table space at the RRCA Convention Expo (space available basis).

· One complimentary admission to the Convention, seminar and meals ($350 value)

· Bronze Sponsorship Total Investment: $625* 

*  Sponsorship investment can be a combination of in-kind and financial. 
A 10% discount off these rates will apply if you sign-up by November 15, 2008
RRCA Expo participants will be required to sign a contract containing the rules and regulations of being an exhibitor.  
Additional RRCA Sponsorship Opportunities and A La Carte Pricing

Sponsorship selection includes the various sponsorship packages outlined above, or you can work with our team to develop a sponsorship package that adds significant value to the convention and brings you the exposure you desire.  This package can include sponsoring some of the following activities:  

· RRCA Opening Session

· RRCA Regional Meetings

· RRCA State Reps Reception

· RRCA Education Sessions

· RRCA Annual Banquet

· RRCA Keynote Speakers

· RRCA Auction Items (Live & Silent)

· RRCA Crabfest Dinner

· RRCA Convention Luncheon

· RRCA Cyber Café

· Convention Runs, morning and afternoon
In addition, if you would like to be a sponsor in a specific area, the following choices are available:

· Convention Expo - A 2 day opportunity for maximum exposure of your product/service to the 

            anticipated 300+ Convention participants plus the 1000+ runners in the Presidio 10 race.  The
            Expo will also be open to all family members and the general public at no cost.  The fee for a 

 
space at the Expo is $325# and includes fees charged by the hotel for exhibitor space.  This fee 

            also includes listing in the Convention program and website.

            Exhibitors will be responsible for their own lodging and meals.  

· Goody Bag Insert - Sample a new product, distribute a small catalog or coupon(s), or conduct market research by way of “stuffers” in our race registration “goody” bags.  Each year all RRCA National Convention participants receive “Registration Packets.”  These packets include “goodies” such as product samples, souvenir items, discount coupons, race flyers and other Convention memorabilia. Target your customer by inserting your message or sample product in the RRCA Convention Participant Packets.  The cost is $175 per item and the number of items you are required to provide is 300.

· Convention Expo and Goody Bag – Combine having both a presence at the Expo with a goody bag insert.  The cost is $400#.
· Convention Program – A glossy, 20+ page program will be produced and distributed to all of the RRCA Convention participants.  The program’s final size is 8-1/2” wide by 11” tall and it will be in a colored format. All advertising for this program must be camera ready.
Ad Specifications & Prices#
¼ page ad:
 $70
½ page ad:
 $140
Full page ad: $235
Back cover:
 $350
#  In-kind contributions can also count towards covering these fees.
2009 RRCA NATIONAL CONVENTION

March 25-29, 2009
San Francisco, CA

Sponsorship Confirmation Form

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Title: ______________________________________________________________


Company: __________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 


City: ______________________                State: _________   Zip: ____________        

Phone: ____________________________ Fax: ___________________________
Cell: __________________________         Email: __________________________


Sponsorship Amount:_________________________________________________ 

What aspect of the Convention would you like to sponsor? 

__________________________________________________________________
In-Kind Contribution (please identify items to donate & quantity):_____________

__________________________________________________________________
Signature ______________________________________ Date ______________
Please send a check made payable to: 2009 RRCA Convention 

                                                             c/o Len Goldman

                                                             1910 Arrowhead Dr.




                         Oakland, CA 94611

Thank You for Supporting Us

Running the Nation for 51 Years! 
